This text provides a basic introduction to immunology and will be of value to post 'A' level scientists who are reading about the subject for the first time. Generally concepts are well-explained, and illustrations are simple and easy to understand. Some material I felt was over-simplified for this level of student. The chapter content is well structured and moves forward in a logical sequence, the only criticism being the position of immunological techniques in the middle of the book at Chapter 9. Nevertheless this chapter especially and several others, eg, complement, antibody synthesis and structure, hypersensitivity and autoimmunity, are very well done. I n places the diagrams are exceptionally good, especially for the newcomer, and aid understanding considerably. The summaries at the end of each chapter are a valuable addition. There are no recommended references or books at the end of each chapter, which I think is the book's major failing, merely a very short book list (a dozen or so) after the last chapter. However, and in conclusion, this text is a very good introduction to immunology, very well explained and illustrated. It is very good value at £4·95 and should be extremely informative for those requiring a first knowledge of immunology. This slim volume, the 10th in the series Advances in Microcirculation, contains comprehensive reviews on Raynaud's phenomenon, cryoproteins, and acrocyanosis and includes an up-date on studies of the microcirculation in scleroderma. This volume, like the others in the series, is of interest mainly to those concerned with vascular disorders, collagen, and related diseases.
The four sections on Raynaud's phenomenon provide a valuable exposition of the subject with discussion of present thinking on its pathogenesis, including the relevant roles of blood viscosity, cryoproteins, and red cell deforrnability. These sections are mainly of interest to the haemorhaeologist but the clinical chemist would probably provide at least some of the relevant measurements! The section on cryoproteins would be valuable reading for all those involved in specific protein measurement, including clinical chemists, and provides a concise review of disorders associated with cryoglobulins and cryofibrinogen and includes a discussion on the possible role of plasma fibronectin,
The sections on acrocyanosis dispel some myths about its occurrence. The cause of this common disorder of young people appears to be still unknown.
The section on microcirculation in scleroderma appears to provide a valuable review of vascular phenomena in this disease. What a pity the illustrations are not in colour! 
1982.
From time to time a book is written which summarises the practical analytical aspects of a new technique, links this with the consequent advances in clinical and biochemical knowledge, and is written by recognised experts in that field. In the 19508, several books were written on paper and column chromatography which did just this. The knowledge of inherited diseases due to derangements of amino acid metabolism was extended greatly.
The quantitative analysis of organic acids in clinical fields received a similar stimulus in about 1965. The use of gas chromatography and mass spectrometry has been the most powerful tool used and there has been a fivefold increase in the description of the disease states involving organic acids.
This present book must rank highly as a source book for practical knowledge, with many references, of gas chromatographic and mass spectrometric analyses of organic acids in body fluids in inherited diseases. The first part of the book dealing with methods for preparation of the
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Ann Clin Biochem 1983 20: 63-64 specimens and of analysis bears the stamp of the author's own work and contains a wide summary of the literature. In the second part, the levels of the acids found in normal healthy adults, children, and infants by gas chromatography and mass spectrometry are tabulated and discussed. The third part of the book describes succintly the inherited diseases associated with organic acid metabolism, with good data on the quantitative departures from normal. The discussion of the significance of these changes in biochemical and clinical terms is clear. Where appropriate the rationale and effects of treatment are shown. Mass spectrometric and gas chromatographic data are appended in 48 pages oftables.
Here is an invaluable, up-to-date source book on organic acids in man for use in the laboratory and the clinic. It would be of use also to postgraduate students in biochemistry, paediatrics, and human genetics. Neither the cover nor the frontispiece gives any indication of the contents, and in fact 'Special Topics' simply means random topics. The book contains five disparate chapters: three on topics relating to diabetes (neuropathy, thyroid function, and diet), one on hypoglycaemia (though not in diabetics), and one on the endocrine aspects of nephrolithiasis. All the chapters contain valuable information and references but there is no obvious point in enclosing them together in book form. My first impressions of this book were that its type was small and difficult to read, and that it was altogether very unattractive. Pleasure and satisfaction may be derived from merely handling most books, even scientific or technical ones; but not this one. No doubt the publishers would justify their method of production because it achieves a reduction in the size, cost, and also publication time. However, it should be recognised that it also has a negative effect on the readership.
The concept of this series is that each of the collection of authors should review a complete area within clinical biochemistry on a regular basis, usually annually or biennially, a formula which has proved successful in the basic sciences for many years. Some of the authors of the first two volumes have stopped contributing, probably daunted by the prospect of keeping up with the literature in a wide field. The advantage of the approach is that it provides a fairly comprehensive coverage of the advances in clinical biochemistry within each volume. Volume 3 includes chapters on the following: laboratory management, quality assurance and reference values; instrumentation; renal function and disease; diseases of the gastro-intestinal system; diabetes mellitus; diagnosis and monitoring of cancer; clinical enzymology ; non-polypeptide hormones; pituitary hormones; genetic disease; toxicology and therapeutic drug monitoring; lipoprotein and enzyme regulation; hepato-biliary disease; plasma proteins.
The problems associated with this type of series arise from the almost impossible task of reviewing in a critical and readable form the many papers appearing on a subject, several hundreds in some cases. Some authors have failed, and their contributions are a dull catalogue of references. It should be recognised that someone who is really anxious to keep abreast of the literature on a subject can obtain a print-out from one of the computerised abstracting systems which will be as readable, informative, and up-to-date as these reviews. Some authors have not attempted a comprehensive review and have discussed a few specific topics which attract them. While these chapters do not fulfil the original objective, they are more readable and interesting and should appeal to many more clinical biochemists.
From the foregoing remarks it will be apparent that most clinical biochemists would find value in only a few chapters of the book. Personally, I found the chapters on clinical enzymology and hepatobiliary disease the most interesting and useful. It Professor Moss has taken over this wellknown book written by the late Professor J H Wilkinson, formerly published in 1965 and 1970. In revising this work he has also altered its emphasis. There is more general biology and biochemistry, and 'a solely phenomenological approach' has been discarded. Professor Moss uses the term isoenzyme in a wide sense and considers all multiple forms of enzymes in a single species, including the so-called heteroenzymes sometimes used to imply similar enzymes found in different organs. The book is largely confined to discussion of isoenzymes in animals, with an emphasis on humans; plants and microorganisms have been mainly excluded. The main part of the book describes the general background of isoenzyme biochemistry that should be within the knowledge of senior clinical biochemists who are performing isoenzyme analyses, developing known procedures (possibly on new enzymes), and undertaking research. There are, for example, important sections on isoenzyme structure, and the relation of different molecular forms to different catalytic activities and to different physiochemical and immunochemical properties, and on different functions of isoenzyrnes depending on their intracellular locations.
The final chapter, of immediate interest to readers of this journal, deals with lactate dehydrogenase, creatine kinase, alkaline phosphatase, and acid phosphatase; with supplementary paragraphs including aspartate aminotransferase and IX-amylase. These are not meant as guides to day-to-day analytical or interpretative problems and give clinical biochemists a detailed scientific background to understand their isoenzyme work. This does not replace standard works on clinical chemistry or on chemical pathology.
I consider that this book is a worthy successor to its predecessor. It should be read by all clinical biochemists who are engaged in enzymology and who take their work seriously. The book is well produced, illustrated, and referenced and reads easily. This volume consists of seven invited reviews summarising the major advances in the past decade in the understanding of the biosynthesis and properties of IgE and the regulation of the IgE response.
It is not surprising to find large portions of the book devoted to experimental animal models and systems. The discussions are broadened wherever possible to include data related to the human IgE system. The lack of such data reflects the problems of investigating 19B responses in man rather than serious omissions from this particular book.
The control of the IgE response by specific T-cell populations, soluble factors, idiotype-anti-idiotype networks, immune response genes, and allergen modification is well described, and emphasis is well given to the experimental work being done in attempts to manipulate the IgE response.
The final chapter considers immunotherapy in man in the context of some of these more recently understood control mechanisms. It is disappointing to find that detailed investigations of the control of the IgE response in the mouse and other animal systems has not resulted in major advances in the treatment of human allergic disease.
Each of the seven reviews is well referenced, but a major criticism is that, due to the format of 'Progress in Allergy', there is no cross-indexing. This book is, therefore, not easily used as a reference source and must appeal predominantly to the experimental research worker rather than the clinical immunologist or clinical allergist. PO RICHES 
